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“Writing is an art. But when  it is 
writing to inform, it comes close to  

being a science as well.” 

Robert Gunning
The Techniques of  Clear Writing



Writing about 
science

Taking science  as a 
subject  about which  

something  is said

Writing in the context of 
science

Concerns itself  more with 
the process of science

Science Writing



Have you seen posters/placards/ signages
which were written with grammatical errors?

What was your initial reaction?



Be careful in your use of words

Words are the building blocks  of language; they are not simply 
characters in the page. The wrong choice of words  can make a 
huge  difference in meanings.
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Please leave your values at the 
front desk.

Hotel Elevator, Paris



You are invited to take advantage  
of the chambermaid

Hotel, Japan



Because of the impropriety of 
entertaining guests of the opposite sex 

in the bedrooms, it is suggested that 
the lobby be used for this purpose.

Hotel, Zurich



PLEASE DO NOT FEED THE ANIMALS. 
If you have  any suitable food, give it 

to the guard on duty.

At Budapest Zoo
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Get straight 
to the point
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Most common errors: 
roundabout phrasing, 
verbal deadwood, and 
redundancy.



Roundabout phrasing

The PHILVOCS seismological network is in the possession 
of 14 seismic stations all over the country.

The PHILVOCS seismological network has 14 seismic 
stations all over the country.



Verbal Deadwood

The experiment was extended for a period of two 
months in order to verify the results.

The experiment was extended for two months 
to verify the results.



Verbal Deadwood

For the reason that Because

Tendered his resignation Resigned

Told his listeners Said

Used for fuel purposes Fueled

In the immediate vicinity Near

At the present time Now

Affixed his signature Signed

United in the Holy Matrimony Married

Held a conference Met

Was able to make his escape escaped



Verbal Deadwood

In spite of the fact that Although

In the event that

innovation

if

New innovation

One and the same The same

Period of four days Four days

For the purpose of for

Less frequently occurring

exceptWith the possible exception

rare



Redundancy

Funding  agencies should cooperate together to 
promote hydroponics in the arid desert.

Funding agencies should  cooperate to promote 
hydroponics in  the desert.



Try these:

The areas for the experiments were prepared 
in accordance to common wetland 
preparation practices.

The areas for the experiments were prepared 
according to  common wetland preparation 
practices.



Try these:

Results would seem to indicate that the endocyst
may be somewhat stellate.

Results indicate that the endocyst may be 
somewhat stellate.



Try these:

Nile tilapia, formerly known scientifically as Tilapia 
nilotica, is at the present moment called 
Oreochromis niloticus.

Nile tilapia, formerly known scientifically as Tilapia 
nilotica, is now called Oreochromis niloticus.



Try these:

The technician was told that the procedural mistake 
should happen neither now nor in the future.

The technician was told that the procedural mistake 
should never happen.
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Be careful in your 
use of adjectives

Adjectives can spice up  writing. They help form better 
images in the audience’s minds and make activities come 
alive. However, too many adjectives can also ruin writing. 



The murky, silted, and lahar-ravaged river  serves as water 
impoundment for irrigation during  the long, hot, dry 
season.

The lahar-ravaged  river  serves as water impoundment for 
irrigation during dry season.
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Avoid using  several compound adjectives thinking it  
fascinates readers by improved descriptions.

The field trial required the use of a company-owned, four-wheel-
drive, all-weather, manual-transmission, diesel powered vehicle.
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Do not make nouns out of good strong verbs.

Writers  have tendencies to change  verbs into nouns and 
making it the subject of the sentence. 
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Original version:

Inoculation of the strain  should be done very carefully.

Improved version:

The strain should be inoculated carefully.
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Verb is the power plant of a sentence
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Take noun out of a group of words and you still have a sentence. 

It supplies 
energy vitality motion



For example, the “Go” is a complete sentence although 
there is no apparent subject. The implied subject is “You”
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Always take note of the nuances of the use of 
voice in the sentence.

Use active voice. It  gives snap and punch to your writing. It is 
direct, vigorous , natural and informative

Principle
th



Principle
th

I weighed the sample. (Active)

The sample was weighed by me. 
(Passive)
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Congressmen demanded today the 
firing of all NAPOCOR officials. (Active)

The firing of all NAPOCOR officials was 

demanded today by Congressmen. 
(Passive)



Keep the sentences short.

The logic behind  writing short sentences is quite simple
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The reader absorbs the idea faster.



A long sentence has more words 
than a short one.

If there are more words, there are 
more relationships

There’s a greater chances that the 
reader will misunderstand

Sooner, the reader will quit!
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An extension worker facilitates transfer of 
technology from laboratories and research 
stations to end users as part of the national 
development efforts to solve the current 
food crisis.

An extension worker facilitates transfer of 
technology.

An extension worker facilitates transfer of 
technology from laboratories and research 
stations to end users.
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How short is short?

Reading Skill Average Range

Very Easy 8 words or less

Easy 11 words

Fairly Easy 14 words

Standard 17 words

Fairly Difficult 25 words

Difficult 28 words

Very Difficult 29 Words or more
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Observe the rules of grammar.

There is no excuse for bad writing because our 
product  is in paper, which is permanent in nature.
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Try these:

The DOST Secretary, together with his undersecretaries, 
(visit, visits)  outstanding experiment sites very often.

Connectives, like as well as, in addition, along 
with, and together with  do not affect  the number 
of the subject. 



Try these:

Each of the treatments  (has, have)  been checked carefully.

The following  singular pronouns  require singular verbs 
(and singular possessive pronouns): another, anyone, 
anything, each, everyone, everybody, everything, 
neither, nobody, nothing, one, somebody, someone, 
something.)



Try these:

Neither the scientist  nor the technicians (is, are) to 
blame for the accident.

When two subjects  of different  number 
control the same   verb, the number of the verb 
agrees with the subject nearer the verb.



Try these:

The chemist’s greatest worry  (lie, lies) in disasters that  
might occur in the laboratory.

The verb agrees  in number with the  subject.



Try these:

Statistics  (baffle, baffles) majority of the students in my 
communication  class.

Some words ending in s take a singular verb 
like politics, news, statistics, mathematics, 
economics
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Revise and sharpen.

This means, you need to “GO back  where you 
started and review everything.”



Look for:

“fat” 
words

Worn-out 
phrases

Unnecessary 
sentences

Paragraphs 
that do not 
carry their 

own weight

Chop long 
paragraphs 

in two
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Write to Express, not to Impress.





Love Grace DC. Campano
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